
 

 

     November 10, 2020 

Dear Parish Family,  

With the turning back of the clock and the turning forward of the calendar to November, we find ourselves 

reflecting on what we are grateful for this year.  It is perhaps an understatement to say that this has been a 

challenging time; however, our choice is either to focus on all the negative implications or, as Christians rooted 

in the hope of resurrection, we can practice the virtue of gratitude.   

We prefer to review the year with a grateful heart.  We find ourselves grateful for technology.  We used Zoom 

for our Masses in the beginning and now use a Livestreaming company that enables us to worship together as a 

family of faith, even if we are not in the same building.  We find ourselves grateful for tents!  The tent at St. 

Agnes allowed many to gather for Mass, funerals, baptisms, First Communions and Confirmations in a safe and 

comfortable way.  We find ourselves grateful for all of the volunteers who have helped:  in the rectory, at St. 

Agnes cleaning out spaces and reorganizing, at the O’Connor Center cleaning out for our new tenant, for all 

those who have helped ushering, reading, setting up for Mass and breaking down at the tent, and for all who 

serve on our committees and ministries.  We find ourselves grateful for our dedicated clergy and a wonderful 

staff.  

November also invites us to participate in our Thanks-Is-Giving (TIG) campaign.  Traditionally, this campaign 

helps us with capital improvements in our parish.  Our most recent project was the lovely renovation of the 

rectory including first floor living space, offices and meeting rooms on its first floor and also those in the 

basement.  In prior years we have used TIG gifts to renovate the church, the gymnasium, and the parish hall.   

This year, we still need to do a capital project, but we are also inviting you to help us do something a little 

different.  We plan to use part of this year’s campaign proceeds to continue the renovation of the rectory.  

While the public/private spaces on the first floor were done last year, very little has been done to maintain 

the living spaces on the second floor of the rectory in decades: floors, bathrooms, painting and molding 

(estimated cost $80K). 

We will also establish a COVID relief fund for those in need.  We are going to form a high school/college student 
group that will help decide how to spend the money that is donated for this project.  They may decide to help 
with hunger, housing or medical expenses, and they will create their own process to evaluate where the need is 
and how to best spend the money donated, reporting to the parish as they go along.  We are excited to offer 
this leadership opportunity in our parish while we help those in need during the pandemic.  
This year we are not setting an overall goal for the TIG campaign.  Instead, we are asking you to open your 

hearts and help us with the parish needs and to help others in need.  Please join us! 

With gratitude, 

 

                        
Reverend William F. Platt                   Thomas Raymond                         David Junius 
Pastor                                                     Stewardship Chair                        Finance Chair 
 

 


