
GOAL - $9,000,000
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS IN 2020
Each year, the Diocese of Bridgeport assesses its financial resources, the needs 
of parishioners and its ability to respond effectively and with compassion. The 
following list is an overview of how Appeal contributions will be distributed: 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION  ......................................................................... $1,400,000 
• Bishop’s Scholarship Fund ............................................. $ 900,000
• The Catholic Academy of Bridgeport ............................. $ 500,000

WORKS OF CHARITY AND PASTORAL SERVICES  .......................... $1,945,000
•  Catholic Charities of Fairfield County ............................ $ 750,000
• Pastoral Care of the Sick and Elderly ............................. $    770,000
• Saint Catherine Center for Special Needs ...................... $    250,000
• Ethnic Ministries and Mission Parishes .......................... $ 175,000

CATECHESIS AND EVANGELIZATION  ............................................... $1,556,000
• The Office of Faith Formation  ....................................... $ 370,000
•  Youth ............................................................................... $   330,000
•  The Leadership Institute ................................................. $     82,000
• Pastoral Life and Ministries ............................................ $     74,000
• Communications ............................................................. $ 700,000

CLERGY AND SEMINARIANS ................................................................. $3,524,000
• Formation of Priests and Deacons  ................................. $ 1,229,000
• Pastoral Care of Retired Priests  ..................................... $ 1,715,000
• Vocations ......................................................................... $ 580,000

In the spirit of financial transparency, the cost to conduct the Annual Catholic Appeal totals less  
than 6.4 cents on the dollar based on the 2020 ACA goal. Fundraising expenses may also provide  
additional support to a number of these areas.

Give online:
www.2020ACAbridgeport.com

WAYS TO GIVE
When contemplating your level of sacrificial giving, please consider using the Pledge Plan.   
Pledging will allow a greater sacrifice by extending the payment of your gift through  
December 31, 2020.

GIFTS - Checks may be made payable to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  
Please do not send cash.

CREDIT CARD - A credit card gift may be payable online (see online giving)  
or by pledge card.

ONLINE GIVING - 2020ACAbridgeport.com.

MATCHING GIFTS - Many organizations will match gifts to Catholic Charities  
and Schools, and the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund. Please contact 203-416-1312  
for more information.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES - If you own securities that have appreciated in value,   
they can be given to the Appeal and their full market value becomes a tax-deductible gift. 
Please contact 203-416-1470 for more information.

TEXT TO GIVE - To make a gift via text messaging, text the word APPEAL to 
475-241-7849 to make your pledge. Msg&Data Rates May Apply.   

For more information, please email 2020ACA@diobpt.org or call us at: 203-416-1470. 

COURT OF HONOR
The Court of Honor recognizes donors who have demonstrated their extraordinary 
generosity to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Membership is extended to any  
individual or family that contributes an Appeal gift of $2,500 or more.
  
   – Bishop’s Leadership Circle ($25,000 and above)
   – St. Teresa of Calcutta Society ($10,000 - $24,999)
   – St. Katharine Drexel Society ($5,000 - $9,999)
   – Court of Honor Partner ($2,500-$4,999)

THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND
THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Earnings generated from the three foundation endowments will assist in reducing the 
overall Annual Catholic Appeal goal in future years.   

SAINT JOSEPH SEMINARY, YONKERS, NY 
Diocesan seminarians are currently attending graduate level training at St. Joseph’s 
major seminary. Your prayers and financial support help ensure that we have  
well-formed priests.

2020 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL CHAIR COUPLE
Roxanne and Jason Melaragno, Parishioners, Holy Family Parish, Fairfield
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RENEW
2020 Annual Catholic Appeal

We Stand With Christ Capital Campaign $75 Million Goal 
Gifts invested provide for the future of the Church through endowments in three foundations 

strategically aligned for long-term funding and sustainability.

50% directly benefits parishes, 50% invested in the foundations 

RENEW 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal $9 Million Goal
Gifts to the Annual Catholic Appeal support day-to-day ministries and programs.

DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT 
FUNDING MODEL

WE STAND WITH CHRIST
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN



My Dear Friends in Christ,

“RENEW” is the theme of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal. 
I can think of no better word to describe the mission of the 
diocese and the meaning of our faith, which renews us in Christ 
by uniting us in love, service and worship.

Through your generosity, participation and faith over the  
past five years, the groundwork has been put in place both  
administratively and pastorally for renewal that will make  
us a more welcoming and compassionate Church. 

With the success of the “We Stand With Christ” capital  
campaign and the strategic, long-term opportunities it provides 
for our charitable, educational and faith formation needs in 
the future, we can move forward in confidence and with the 
resources necessary for the renewal of our parishes and  
the diocese.   

At the same time, our Annual Catholic Appeal continues to 
meet the daily and ongoing needs of the diocese and the many 
programs and services it provides every day in our parishes, 
schools and ministries throughout Fairfield County.  

In this sense, the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal is an invitation 
to renew the family of faith by engaging our youth, reaching out 
to the elderly, caring for the poor and vulnerable, and forming 
the next generation in the faith—work that can only be  
accomplished prayerfully and together. 

I am grateful for all the ways you contribute not only in the 
ministry of giving, but through your time and dedication to your 
parish community. 

I believe we have never had a greater opportunity to “Renew” 
our faith  than we have now. Together we walk in the footsteps 
of Christ.

Sincerely,

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shifting shadow. James 1:17

WORKS OF CHARITY AND PASTORAL SERVICES

•  Catholic Charities serves the poor and most vulnerable members of our community through programs that feed the hungry and 
 the homebound, shelter the homeless, counsel the mentally ill, assist immigrants, and strengthen individuals and families. We 
 serve all people regardless of religion, age, race or ability to pay. Catholic Charities of Fairfield County is one of the largest 
 social service providers in Connecticut.

•  Priests, Deacons and Religious Sisters provide pastoral care for the sick and elderly in nursing homes and hospitals.

•  Saint Catherine Center for Special Needs centralizes pastoral and education support for individuals with disabilities. Programs  
 include Saint Catherine Academy, Adult Day Program and support for teachers and religious educators in the diocese.

•  Support for ethnic ministries and mission parishes.

CATECHESIS AND EVANGELIZATION

•  The Leadership Institute provides formation to all those who serve in ministry in our parishes and schools, and offers  
 opportunities for ministry personnel to learn more about the Catholic faith and discover new ways to shape the next generation  
 of disciples in Fairfield County. The Institute offerings include: The “Face Of Prayer,” liturgical formation, catechists formation  
 and the Family Bible Challenge. 

•  The Office of Faith Formation is committed to supporting parishes and schools in forming  
 missionary disciples of Jesus Christ through Sacramental Preparation and Rite of Christian  
 Initiation for Adults (RCIA). Youth and young adults are offered opportunities and  
 programs to grow in their faith through the Diocesan Youth Choir, World Youth Day,  
 and Convivo.

•  Pastoral life and ministry involving priests and men and women Religious,  
 foster and develop catechesis and evangelization programs. 

•  Communications: Fairfield County Catholic and the diocesan website share the  
 “Good News.”

CLERGY AND SEMINARIANS

•  Seminarians discern their vocation and receive training to prepare to be  
 effective priests for the future of the Church at St. John Fisher and  
 Redemptoris Mater Seminaries, both in Stamford, and major seminaries.

•  Deacons fulfill their vocational calling to serve their parish communities  
 in preaching, serving at the Altar and performing the works of charity. 

•  Retired clergy receive the support they need to live in dignity and independently  
 at the Catherine Dennis Keefe Queen of the Clergy Residence in Stamford.

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL FUNDS A BROAD 

RANGE OF ESSENTIAL MINISTRIES, PROGRAMS 

AND  AGENCIES THAT DELIVER PASTORAL CARE 

AND HUMAN SERVICES WHERE THEY ARE MOST 

NEEDED. EVERY GIFT IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR  

US TO COME TOGETHER AS A FAMILY OF FAITH 

TO SUPPORT DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PROGRAMS 

THAT NO SINGLE PARISH CAN PROVIDE ON  

ITS OWN.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

•  The Bishop’s Scholarship Fund provides essential tuition assistance for students attending  
 diocesan Catholic elementary schools who otherwise could not afford a Catholic education  
 in Fairfield County. With over 20 schools in the diocese, all students receive a personalized  
 and individualized educational program that meets their specific needs.

•  The Diocese of Bridgeport school system educates over 8,800 students who benefit from  
 academic excellence and Catholic values. They offer programs such as Personalized   
 Learning, Multi-age Classrooms, Early Learning and High School Pathways. 

•  The Catholic Academy of Bridgeport educates 925 inner-city elementary-age students who  
 benefit from academic excellence and Catholic values. 

Our charity is far reaching and makes a difference each and every day.


